
Dr Olaf Ribeiro thought he 
would spend the rest of his life 
in Britain when he got word 
from his mother that Kenya 
was preparing for independ-

ence and was looking for citizens to train 
to take over the agriculture in the country.

FAMED GRANDFATHER
Dr Olaf Ribeiro is the grandson of the 

pioneer Kenyan-Goan doctor Rosendo 
Ribeiro, who was conferred an OBE by 
Britain in 1932 and the award of Com-
mander of The Order of Benemerencia 
from the Portuguese government in 1947.

Dr Rosendo, who was born in Porvorim 
in 1870 and moved to Mombasa-Kenya 
to work as a doctor in 1899, discovered a 
cure for malaria which he sold to the Brit-
ish in exchange for land. The British went 
on to profit handsomely from this trans-
action. He also discovered the Bubonic 
plague and developed a cure for it. He 
was also responsible for being a founding 
member of the Dr Ribeiro Goan School in 
Nairobi, many of whose alumni went on to 
become outstanding members of the com-
munity. Dr Rosendo died in 1951, aged 80. 
His remains are interred at the City Park 
cemetery in Parklands, Nairobi.

Dr Rosendo was famous for riding a ze-
bra on his visits to patients. He later sold 

the animal to the Bombay Zoo.

RETURN TO KENYA
Recalls Dr Olaf Ribeiro, “I flew home 

to Kenya, interviewed with the Ministry 
of Agriculture and in short order was giv-

en a full scholarship on my way to Eger-
ton College, Njoro located 120 miles from 
Nairobi in what was known as the White 
Highlands of Kenya. It was to be a two-
year diploma course. I arrived to find an 
interesting mix of students.”

“All of us had previously been work-
ing in different jobs including Customs 
Officers, Desk Clerks and Accountants. 
Very few of us had any idea of agriculture! 
This was to be a grand experiment in get-
ting Kenya ready for independence. The 
college was a previously all-white college 
set up to train the sons of white farmers to 
farm. The instructors came from Britain, 
the US (on a foreign aid programme), an 
Australian and a Dane.”

“Students were British sons of lo-
cal farmers, Indians (Muslims, Hindus, 
Sikhs, and Goans), natives from various 
tribes (some traditionally hostile to each 
other!) and even an Italian student, Luigi, 
whose parents were farming in Somalia.”

“We all shared the same dormitories. 
Amazingly, there were very few skirmishes 
although there were occasional 
skirmishes with the white British kids 
who greatly resented us “coloureds” in 
what was formerly a white domain. In 
fact, the manager of the estate Major 
Thornton, could not handle the fact that 
the place now had “coloured” students 
on the premises. He settled the issue by 
committing suicide with a shotgun to his 
head.”

PRACTICAL EDUCATION
Dr Olaf Ribeiro said the farm consisted 

of both animal husbandry and agronomy 
units.

“It was the most complete education 
that anyone could ask for in agriculture 
and animal farming, including wheat, 
barley, potatoes, and pyrethrum as well as 
milking cows, castrating piglets, shearing 
sheep, treating sick animals and learning 
to drive tractors and combine harvesters.”

“We also learnt how to slaughter ani-
mals for our meals and to use the remains 
to study anatomy. I had my fair share of 
mishaps from shearing off the teats of a 
sheep to killing another by pressing too 
hard on the animal’s neck as I held it be-
tween my legs to shear it!”

In time, Dr Olaf got to manage the 
agronomy farm when the farm manager 
left for overseas leave to Britain.

“These were the early days of Uhuru 
and much of the colonial influence was 
still alive and well. It was a pretty swell 
life, the students had a bar (which they 
welcomed with Kenyan joy), played hock-
ey and soccer and competed with teams 
from as far as Nairobi, Mombasa and 
Kampala.

Life was bliss, especially when the 
pitch-black Kenyan night delivered a su-
per-scope canvas full of stars, sometimes 
a comet or two and regular shooting stars. 
It was a kind of heaven,” said Dr Olaf.
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Moving from UK to Kenya, taking first steps in agriculture

(LEFT) Dr Rosendo Ribeiro (RIGHT) Dr Olaf 
Ribeiro, grandson of the pioneer Kenyan-
Goan doctor Rosendo Ribeiro.

CYPRIAN FERNANDES
>The writer is a Kenyan-born 
journalist, who worked for 
the Nation Media Group in 
the 1960s and left as a chief 
reporter. He now lives in 
Australia.
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Winning a silver medal at a major swimming com-
petition in Dubai is a significant achievement for 
any 7-year-old, Troy Jose Dias is already a multiple 
medallist at three different sporting events.  

Troy won the silver medal at the Emirates Swim-
ming Competition 2023 organised by Apex Swimming Academy at 
Shaikh Hamdan Sports Complex, Dubai on May 13. He won in the 
eight-years category for backstroke.  

Incidentally, Troy won the bronze medal in the Super Cup Inter-
national Karate championship in UAE 2023 in the junior category. 
He actively takes part in marathon races and has won gold and 
bronze medals in the same. He also enjoys playing cricket, football 
and chess.  

Troy, who hails from Margao and is based in Dubai along with 
his parents and twin sister Rachel, is a Year 3 student of Dubai 
Scholars Private School. Rachel is also active in sports and is a 
budding lawn tennis player.  

“This is the first time Troy represented his school in a swimming 
competition. It is also his first medal at the Hamdan Sports Com-
plex,” said his father, Terrence Dias, a former cricket player in Goa 
and presently employed with Emirates Airlines.  

“Troy is delighted about his win, but his journey has not been 
easy. Troy was born prematurely with severe respiratory distress 
syndrome. His great sense of empathy and strong natural ability 
to fight against odds has encouraged him to help others both in 
Dubai and Goa.”  

“He ran marathons for raising funds for amputee kids in Turkey 
and also to promote reading among kids. He is the little visionary 
of his mother’s NGO ‘Vision Education Society’ in Goa and helps 
with community welfare projects for kids.”  

Terrence’s wife, Remy, a school leader in Dubai, described Troy 
as an intelligent and creative boy, who is fond of Lego, reading, 
robots, science and sports.  

“Troy is very fascinated by the world in outer space. He enjoys 
constructing spaceships with his construction toys and watching 
stars with his telescope. He idolises Elon Musk and it is his dream 
to meet him,” she said.  

“He is very energetic and plays varied sports like swimming, 
karate, athletics, cricket and all ball games. Troy won the bronze 
medal in the Super Cup International Karate championship in 
UAE 2023 in the junior category.”  

“Troy actively takes part in marathon races and has won gold 
and bronze medals in the same. He wants to be a cricketer when 
he grows big and his aim is to be the captain of the Indian cricket 
team,” added Remy.  

As parents, Terrence and Remy knew early on that Troy was dif-
ferent.  

“He had advanced developmental milestones. He said “mama” 
at 4-and-half months and started walking at 7-and-half months,” 
said Terrence.  

“As a toddler, we could see the uniqueness in him in his creative 
constructions, speech and drawings. He was growing and learn-
ing at his own pace, in his own special way.”  

“As parents, we look forward to seeing him grow and make Goa 
proud, India proud and become a true global citizen.”  
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In a unique initiative, the Joseph Ru-
fino Cordeiro Foundation has an-
nounced a collaboration with the 
University of Oxford on May 12, to 
sponsor inaugural summer research 

studentships in Sustainable Chemistry 
and accommodation at Worcester Col-
lege to encourage and nurture Goan or 
Indian students.

The Joseph Rufino Cordeiro Founda-
tion has been founded by Mary Anne 
Cordeiro to honour the memory and 
legacy of her late father, Joseph Rufino 
Cordeiro, a brilliant Goan scientist and 
inventor, whose expertise in radio nav-
igational aids and communication be-
came recognised worldwide.

EARLY LIFE
Rufino was born in Mombasa, Kenya, 

on April 23, 1924, but went to school in 
Goa, Belgaum and Pune, while his moth-
er completed the construction of their 
family home in Saligao.

“He was a polymath and although his 
passion was always science and medi-
cine, Rufino eventually graduated with 
a BSc from Ferguson College in Physics 
and an MSc in Electronics awarded by St 
Xavier’s College, University of Bombay,” 
informed his daughter Mary Anne.

Rufino’s first professional role was in 
Gwalior where he was hired by the Hol-
kar to run his private airport, but his 
father was keen that Rufino relocate to 
Kenya where he believed his son would 
be able to find better prospects.

ACHIEVEMENTS
As his father predicted, Rufino transi-

tioned quickly into a prestigious job with 
International Aeradio (IAL) in Nairobi in 
1952, and later was head consultant of 
the Directorate of Civil Aviation in Kenya. 
There, he met his future wife soon after 
he arrived in Nairobi, and they married 
after his 7-year single-minded courtship 
of Lira in 1959.

In 1969, the young family moved to the 
UK for the sake of their three daughters’ 
education. Rufino continued to work for 
IAL in London for another 10 years, dur-
ing which his expertise in radio naviga-
tional aids and communication became 
recognised worldwide.

He continued to work in similar roles 
for other international aeronautic com-
panies until he retired in 1989. His design 
skills were utilised around the world in 
27 international airports, including Abu 
Dhabi, Brunei, Malawi, Mauritius, Nige-
ria and Singapore.

One of Rufino’s proudest achieve-
ments was the invention of a digital Me-
teorological Measurement System for the 
quantification of wind speed and direc-
tion, which was granted two patents in 
the UK in April 1983 and sold to three dif-
ferent end-users.

Rufino was thrilled that his three 
daughters, Lucinda, Mary Anne and 
Francesca, all chose to follow in his sci-
entific footsteps. Lucinda and Mary Anne 
are Chemistry alumni of the University 
of Oxford. Mary Anne is a member of the 
Development Board of the Chemistry De-
partment and matriculated in 1979, the 
first year that women were accepted into 

Worcester College.

LOVE FOR GOA
Mary Anne said her father was a stal-

wart supporter of Saligao and dutifully 
visited his family home there annually.

“He supported many local and inter-
national causes to promote fellow Goans. 
He was delighted to become president of 
the Saligao Association UK in 1977 and 
sponsor the Mae De Deus Feast in Sali-
gao in May 1984. Everyone who knew 
him considered him to be a gentleman of 
great integrity, strong faith and deep con-
victions,” added Mary Anne.

Rufino passed away at the age of 96 
at his family home in Bray, Berkshire on 
January 5, 2021.

RESEARCH STUDENTSHIPS
Mary Anne founded the Joseph Rufino 

Cordeiro Foundation to honour the mem-
ory and legacy of her late father, a bril-
liant scientist/inventor who was proud of 
his Goan heritage manifested through his 

philanthropic acts.
“We intend to offer up to three Joseph 

Rufino Cordeiro Foundation Student-
ships in 2023. The studentships will 
provide successful candidates with up 
to £4,200 for a defined period of up to 
8 weeks in July and August. Up to 3 suc-
cessful candidates will also be offered 
paid-for accommodation in Worcester 
College, Oxford, for up to 8 weeks,” ex-
plained Mary Anne.

“The Foundation sponsors projects 
that nurture young talent in innovative 
scientific research and also encourages 
Goan/Indian students in those fields.”

“The grants will offer the successful 
applicants an opportunity to experience 
postgraduate research at the University 
of Oxford, enable them to advance excit-

ing research and inspire them to pursue 
postgraduate study and a career in Sus-
tainable Chemistry.”

“The grants will also improve their re-
search and transferable skills, and give 
them access to advice on further study 
and research careers,” Mary Anne added.

The eligible applicants must be en-
rolled in an undergraduate degree in 
chemistry, demonstrate academic excel-
lence and potential, be able to provide 
proof of right to work in the UK and must 
submit their application with an aca-
demic reference by email to jane.rice@
chem.ox.ac.uklatest by 12 noon (GMT) 
on May 26, 2023. The website https://
tinyurl.com/y4wz96fn provides further 
information on how to apply for research 
studentships.

Rufino Cordeiro and a colleague on location with East African Civil Aviation in the 
1950s.

Research studentships set up at Oxford
University in honour of Goan scientist
Joseph Rufino Cordeiro invented a digital meteorological measurement system which was 
granted 2 patents in UK in 1983. His expertise in radio navigational aids and communication 
became recognised worldwide and his design skills were utilised in 27 international airports 
around the world

Rufino Cordeiro on his 90th birthday.

Rufino Cordeiro carrying out an airport survey with colleagues in Malawi in the 1970s.


